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To Create Order
First Get Organized

By SUSAN STEWART

5 1 write this story, I'd rather be
straightening my house. This
will come a5 & sunprise 1o -
one who hag aver [ooked moor

fived inmy house, But organization, like
yuwning ard meashes, is contagions. 1t
wm infect anybody, oven the ldnd of per-
=om wha tock some of the ootes for thls
sory on a peect of paper she found on
tha fioor of her car — & velerinarian's
recelpd for & dop that had been dead for
throe yonrs

Mo fisiier bow big o sich yono are, i
you winch somebody  orpaniie  long
enough, you want to crganize, 0o

Al the vary loast, you want Lo buy the
£duff thit orgenizers use. Alier obeery.
ing the regrgandgation of & walk-1n clos-
et in a Harrison, MY, home, | add 1o pe=
sirain mydell from drivine straight 1o
the clossi Linens ‘n Tidogs and pur-
chaging  the fabulous soiched Faug-
snede hongers that Debbde Farwin, an
organtzer in Larchmont, Y. had used
for Debra Alperi’s clothes

“Once all Ut Tingers malch, i1's nex-
thetically pleasing.” Ms. Harwin said.

Ma. Alpen said she boaght the hang-
ors after o “pre-purge” of her closel and
thin an indtinl consolinthon with e
Hurwin, whin snggested them =1 weng
ancd got & box of 50, 1 had no fdea whint
'd mwd. 1 weni boek amd bought five
raane haxes "

AS MG Alpert soried through pores,
Bls, Hrrwin, who has o quiet, Zendike
manner, lisiened closely. They talked
categories: deytime, dressy, spring, fall,
capris, They purged. The Kricia white
jeans stayed, the biue Gap chinos went

v lived & pood life.” eald M
Aldpert, 41, % G rfd of 1hem.”

"8 abimost Boe these are miehiod.”
Ma. Harwin ssid, carrving o pair of
hrown snmmer panis from (e fall to
the spring rock.

A few howrs imte Lhis, i@ was pessiale
10 see thisl oven o woman asth mors
thun T palrs of shoss — porhaps ospe
cinlly such & woman — could greatly
benefl from (he help ol somelssy ke
Mg, Hurwin, whe was Bining op her doéls
ot the age of 2 and who, when she
worksd a6 o lawyer in Manhattan, had
thie it files in the oftice

S ahoul Bnding 2 place for every-
thing, &5 clheh® a3 il soonds,” Ms
Harwin muid,

Lopking around M. Alport's cloget,
with jis floor-to-cesling - shoue _shebves
(purse shelves and boot hollere are
condng) and s wire bins for tennis
clathes and swimsuis, | realized thit
ey owm closel wias sieadl enoughi iIobe a
s in thiv chosot

But | could st leust hove the same
bemgers. 1 ks that if | ovwned thim, |
wolldf never sgain misplace a shin or
stupidly hold on w &n outgrown pair of
khakls. | alse knew this was wrong-

Yl thimking. Plenty of professiona
nrganizers had iold me so

‘Befmre | even get thers, peapie want
to g0 out and buy consainers,” said Deb-
arah Gusself, an organizer in Moniclair,
N.], “T'sey don’L That's the sexy part of
5>

The consummation, she might have
added, of vour relationship sith your
spece Sumething not o be entered inin
lightly, bt with revereece wwl a goad
lage measare

5o although | waz sediced by the por-
b=l Illdig!:r. 1 ehd il sacenmb: Which
brings-me o the [irst o my Organizing
Tips, culled [rom ferviews with pros
fessionuls and ihetr chents around the
e

Tip Nou L Purge first, binge lnter. Peo-
e think freskie parchased contafiners
will rrigrkee them orpanized, Bol #% nof
e comitdpers thal ereance v, Ly U
wyatern, And |}' Vil ore  disoegoaizenl
ersoargph fo pvetd o systam. pod iy need o
prufssionan i crete it

“Prdosssonnl orgamnieer” b an even
newer job title than, sny. *Web de
FENEL” Ms  Gussofl, who haz an
M. B.A RS Déen organizing {or a Eving
mnce ber deughier, now 185, was bom.

“Fifteen yezrs nio, i | 10ld somebody
1 was a professionil aoganizor; they'd
gl & look o thelr face and say, *Labor
unions?""

OFOAY. there seem o be s
many professionnl arganizers
05 there are closets, Actually,
thiy Mational Associnton ol Pro-
tessional Ormnizers {foonded i 1965)
his mlmost 4,000 members  Mobody
Wnows exactly wihy so many pedple ane
witling to poy opward of 5100 an hiu
{rales vary b for help cleaning owi junk
1t &5 mant ooy @ Fanction of affluence

I have plenty of cllems who sdve up
muey o hire me,” said Jody Berman, o
Long Isiand organizer. “We all have a [
nlie ameant of Spode, diless we oy an-
sithier honse ™

Also, more wouwen are working oui-
ide the hame_ They o baraly get din-
mex g the tabile, much fess gart through
e junk drawer, There's an explosion in
communications: Keeging irack of
e-mul takes time sway from heeping
frack of stull. And mainly, there's stuff,
Evon in & recession, we all hove too
mrch of everyiidng.

One of he frst famous organizers
was Juolle Morgenstem, amjur n! th.e
seminal 1908 work
the Insids Ou® mwundasntnlhqn]r
for the professional S Cr-
dentinfing exam.  She gppeared o0
"Crprali™ b 1898, then went back to her
office to find more than o thousand mes-
saged fram patentinl clients.

Ms. Morgenstern i a no-nonsense
writer whoss "analyze, strotogize and
atlack” formula ackmowledges psycho-

More Tips From the Experts

N Do ot store your shies beside
edch oiher as il there were B in
fhem. Stere them heel o toe. Thay
will take up ke spocn,

9 Altractive  wastobaskots  wre
thie porfect place in glore out-of-

Seasan wWripping paper,

fln 1 ozt
for each child's uriwerk wchoal
jmpers. Then go through the the
mexi sumrer, when yon are nol sn

aﬂ:ﬁ;ﬂlu;ﬁem
Tot keop SOMIE juit be-
thugﬂ'LAdupt g the-

':ﬁiﬂﬂ rid of clothes, pi.II thasn
in a non-see-thraugh garbage bag,
dnte the-hag and put s nh.w # few
mianths info the futare on the calen-
dar. If you have nol gone into the
bag by that date, donate it
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THE STRAIGHT SToRY Debbie Harwin, top right, u pasd omganizers, belping Debra Alpert arenrge her cothes and shoss

logical impediments to orpanizadion ol
does not make them central

Dprah currently sooms to faver the
organizer Peter Walsh, author of & 2H0E
bank pasiting that cleaning yoar house
will hielp you kee weight. in o decade
orpinization mingled with philnsoping,
psvchology and scH-help to tecome
something nch and strange — and TV
waorthy. Shows like “Clonn  Sweep,”
which fesiures Mr. Walsh and s still in
rErEne. are prest pubibeity, bt i ke
blessing.

“Organipers do not foel these shows
arcurmtely portray what we do,™ Delbibie
Harwin said. ~its nor abaut guing in,
WRYITLE & Magic wind and 'i'i"f'hl'l". upn
IO

Still; cloaning op & room = the Brsl
siep, which is why Betsy Krobat, ah or-
ganizer based in Bridgepart, Cunn, wak
WD assistants with her to Rownyton,
Conn, at 1 m. 66 & summer weekiday
Her chent, Pam Asonis, 59, Bves wilth
her Inisband in o quirky (8th-centiry
resied cotiage nest the water, There 1=
ot bedroom with a tiny adtercom, By
the time M2, Erobot and her assisinni=
finished this fwo-any job, 1he erteraom
was a charming office from which M=
ApOnis can stard 5 second carecr

"The hope i that if § cléar, dings will
become chear,” Me. Agonis sehl

Flrst, thivgs neaded to be cleared om
Me. Krobot marde o pian during hor ini-
tinl assessment, nrd now she starred
putting books, Fies, an anused (dal fiss
sager and all manner ol junk e bank
ers’ boxes.

Tip No, 2: Banbers b
,F\m-_-mmr{y sture, hold Irgp!
folders, wmd ore sigmpes

Jrem the uf
e file-sse
“[estray

Date™ mm g e, ok Shgn o perfect
]'IIJl-grlrrlr_'r_,[nrmulr,llnrh_

M }lgnnll:'-' honso was 5o (wsad Ty
my standords, thal | secused ber ol
cleaning wp for Ms. Kmbol. She denied
this

“Thiers are different levein ol dhsor-
mnization™ Ma. Krobal sail, roltey
Pniedly,

5 KROBOT wores

tanh twp with o pinlc.oind

green loge sdvertlsiog her

twrmimeas, She wiped her fiore
Fread with g groen washeloh thal s
ool in thebeck pocket al her shakis
She bigzed with energe. Every time she
opened ey mourh, a0 organiring apho-
riam emerged

*When yui're nol ergankasl, s (esl
Hlee wom e standing on Bambi leps

*The most soocessful people (0 Lhe
world are righi-brained peogile wini've
learned faft-hraip shills"

Ms, Agonis had one: "My defimiton of
ferng k" she said, is taking oll vou
hushamd s junkE ool af e howst ong
PUiEg i 1N the garage.

Everybody laughed, bul My Krobo
i her hekpers g s=rious el fong
shal. “They moved a mirror irem the
intis the nmie-

A widie

» e -:"|||J M.
v se) i changs Bve:
oy e macliied wcalli, & .-,|,|'_1]|,.q_' Tnngr

can Chige e Wiy yow siore e

I, which hrings s 10
Tl N 37 Use ane Ziplo bog for every

|1ﬁ;'h'l-'lll-|' ot glecrahies tear e i

Srore exrrg cordds, boiferies, whoerm pes

Krohnt

whaic] (0 atborr stiff jsom efon 'F iponis meiet
WHEN Thattt pid the Bvaps Fopetls

iy i

While M= Koobod iwki Emily Velrosio
wotked . upstairs, Caroline  Wheterson
aht Me Agunks gt in the lving s
purging boolks:

“ja 0 Thimgs to Be Happy About™
went; the high school yeorbook stmyed.

Five partially Tull jourmals wens.
“People give me jaorrals all the time,”
M Azonis said, picking up asizth. My
first marriace,” she ssid, mollig e
eyes and rippog ol pages for the
shredder

By noon on e second day, Ma. Apns-
nis hod an offfce. Her fuminmres was re
suranyed, her boodshell and prpers
edited, e desk empiied and sensibly
rafiiled, Wicker hampers held ooiga-
Fines ardt research material; & pew
Nz g e o resding nook, where, if
slus winpted, she coald fmmese hersedt
b e Migratiire of oreamzatisy Irom
the gospels according (o Ma. Morgen-
atern and Mr, Walth o “Fike o, . Don't
Pile” by Pl Dorfi, mnd “How 1o Be O
gl i Spite of Yourseli™ by Sinny
Huhlenger. Or any of dozens of nther -
Ues: Amasoey bats homdreds of then un-
e t]u: |meading  “personal orgonize-
tirin®

Mual, y= e Hrohat, who created Ms.
fomhadly, points ool sl
b ook thees nol ger the job
i Everybody knows how 1o fle”
she said, “hit we need o e there ™

Bewlden, buying nfl U ook sl
| eEE Ack] needless o uiiey.

FILE FACTOR Betuy Krubot, ceénter, in
the antemom of Pam Agomis, right



